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This is one of a series of tours of historic McLean 
County; it describes Lexington as it was July 1, 
1979. The tour was prepared under the auspices of 
the McLean County Arts Council and written by 
staff writer Deborah Corra in cooperation with 
Greg Koos of the McLean County Historical Soci¬ 
ety. 

We wish to thank Verda Gerwick, President of 
the Lexington Genealogical and Historical Society, 
and Morris Jones, past President of the McLean 
County Historical Society and descendant of a Lex¬ 
ington pioneer family, for generously contributing 
background information for this tour. 

[1] Numbers in brackets refer to the correspond¬ 
ing numbers on the map on the back cover. 
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Architectural-Historical Tour 

Lexington, Illinois 

Lexington was a thriving town at the turn of the century. 
On a Saturday night a crowd of people would fill the streets 
“so thick you couldn’t get through.” It was a center of trade 
due to the railroad station which pulled business away from 
the surrounding towns of Pleasant Hill, Sugar Creek and 
Clarksville which eventually became ghost towns. Beautiful 
homes were built during Lexington’s heyday to announce 
financial success. These homes reflect a remarkable interest in 
fine architecture which can still be appreciated today. 



Enter Lexington from 1-55 access road, 

turn right at stop sign and 

stop at second driveway on right. 

The Castlefl] was built for David Van Dolah who, on one 
of his business trips to France to buy horses, hired a French 
architect to draw plans reminiscent of a French chateau the 
Van Dolahs had visited on their wedding trip forty years 
earlier. The plans were completed in 1896, the construction 
begun in 1898 and the house completed in 1901. Scaffolding 
was not permitted on the outside of the 30-room house and 







therefore it was built entirely with the scaffolding inside the 
structure. 

Mr. Van Dolah owned 2,000 acres of McLean County 
farmland and was known statewide as an importer and 
breeder of Percheron draft horses. He died a few years after 
the completion of The Castle but his wife, Britannia, lived 
there for many years. 

Continue around curve onto 
Main Street and drive east into town. 

Go two blocks beyond the stop sign at West Street, 
turn left on Cedar and drive one block north to Walnut. 

On the southeast corner of Walnut and Cedar stands the 
Evangelical United Methodist Church [2], which has been 

moved and remodeled a 
number of times. The 
original structure was built 
in 1855. In 1877 it was 
moved a little to the west 
and remodeled to add a 
Sunday school. Then in 
1899 it was moved a little 
farther west again to add 
the parsonage. In 1919 it 
was raised to add a full 
basement. This structure 
could be called a carpenter’s 
extravaganza with a stick- 
style gable on the north 
side, fanciful clapboard 
with spindle work on the west gable and Italianate windows. 
The building achieves remarkable unity of design as each side 
harmonizes with the tower. 

Notice the Baptist Church[3] one block to the north which 
was built in 1874 for $4,000. The high peaked roof and 
delightful steeple are its most prominent features, and are 
reminiscent of early churches in New England. 

Turn right on Walnut and drive east one block to Pine 

On the southeast corner of Walnut and Pine stands the 
Church of Christ Uniting[4] (originally Presbyterian). It was 
built in 1867 for $5,500 and has been remodeled a number 


















of times. The unique, unusually broad proportions have been 
maintained in the composite of many styles. The original, 
predominate style is Victorian era Romanesque Revival and 
each of the later additions (Queen Anne tower and Gothic en¬ 
try) reflect the popular taste of their time but do not disturb 
the harmony of the design. Only the recent 1954 addition to 
the rear is disharmonious. 



Continue east one block and turn left on Center 


At 205 N. Center is the L. F. Hyneman Home[5], built 
around 1900 for $7,900. George Miller of Bloomington was 
the architect and this is another example of his innovative 


















































ideas. Notice the striking design of the long sloping roof, 
creating the impression that the house is low to the ground in 
a manner that makes it meld with the landscape without 
sacrificing a second story, achieved with the use of “inverted” 
dormers. The wide porches on the west and north provide 
naturally air-conditioned living space. 

Mr. Hynaman was largely responsible for the Lexington 
telephone system. In 1897 he built the switch board, installed 
it himself in the building which is presently the City Hall and 
was the general manager and owner until it was purchased by 
General Telephone. 


Continue north on Center and follow curve on Bowrey, 
then turn left on Cherry and enter the park 

On the left stands the Patton Cabin[6], which may be the 
twelfth oldest structure in Illinois and originally stood about 
three miles southeast of this site near Pleasant Hill. It was 
built in 1829 by John Patton with the help of three other set¬ 
tlers and their six sons plus a few Kickapoo and Delaware In¬ 
dians. Patton was a careful craftsman and the original cabin 
was so tightly built it didn’t need chinking and could have 



been lifted from above without falling apart. Logs were 
salvaged in 1965 from his home and the fort, or block house, 
which had been attached 1 to it and were assembled on this 
site. The cabin was finished in 1969. Patton was also a fine 
mechanic and he maintained good relations with the Indians 
by repairing their rifles. 
















The construction of 
the cabin is typical of the 
first homes of white set¬ 
tlers in McLean County. 
Notice the corner joints, 
the ridge pole method of 
holding the roof shingles 
and the mud and stick 
chimney. 

Return south on Cherry 
to the third stop sign, 
turn left on Wall and 
stop mid-block. 

On the northwest cor¬ 
ner of Wall and Oak 
stands a brick Italianate 
structure [7] with some 
Greek Revival features. 
The proportions of the building, the placement of the tall, 
arched windows and brackets in the cornice determine its 
Italianate character. 

The Greek Revival 
elements are seen in 
the pediment (peaked) 
roof and the front por¬ 
tico . The fan light over 
the door is also a nice 
feature. In 1968 a tor¬ 
nado ripped the roof 
off this house, with lit¬ 
tle other damage. 

Turn right on Oak and 
drive south for three 
blocks and then turn 
right on Main Street 
On the southwest 
corner of Main and 
Oak at 208 E. Main is 
the home of Peter 
Hefner[8], the great¬ 
grandfather of Hugh 










































Hefner. The Hefners owned over 2,000 acres in Money 
Creek Township and a number of other houses in Lexington. 

This home was built around 1875 in the Italianate style in 
wood with heavy brackets dominating the cornice. Fanciful 
fretwork adds to the grace of the porch. The arches over the 
windows are done with much simplicity and are echoed in the 
arched front door, which adds unity and dignity to the design 
of the building. The interior was elegantly finished with a 
rosewood stairway and banister. 

Continue west on Main Street and 
circle the Square to the right 

The land for the Square was donated by William Lindsay 
and was used for several years as the grazing spot for the 
family cows and other livestock. The form of the Square is 
based on the style of the public square in Philadelphia and 
was laid out in 1837 by Asahel Gridely of Bloomington, who 
made his fortune developing railroad towns in McLean 
County. 

The flat white building[9] on the southwest corner as you 
leave the Square was the original Ford garage in Lexington. It 
was owned by George S. Brown, a mayor of Lexington, who 
was known for “being able to carry water on both shoulders 
without spilling a drop.” 

Continue west on Main Street and stop at Cedar 

Notice the unity of style in the buildings on the south side 
of the street in the block ahead. They are generally Italianate, 
especially in the window treatment, and give an authentic pic¬ 
ture of a midwestern town at the turn of the century. 

The Hoffman Furniture Store[10] near the far end of the 
block is one of the oldest buildings on Main Street. It 
originally had a windmill on top to run a grist mill, but it was 
dismanteled by the time of the Civil War. The foundations of 
the building were specially constructed to withstand the 
movement of the windmill. At the bottom there is about four 
feet of brick and then one layer of walnut timbers, one foot 
square to absorb the stress of the windmill. Above the timber 
the brick continues on up. This building was built by the 
Mahan Brothers in 1855 when the railroad came to Lex¬ 
ington. They came from Pleasant Hill and were among the 
first merchants in Lexington. The Claggetts were good 





friends of the Mahans and built a general store directly beside 
the Mahan Building to the west (southeast corner of Vine and 
Main) so that the two stores appear to be one building; in fact 
the third floor was a theater which stretched across both 
buildings where professional as well as local productions 
were given. Occasionally a priest from Holy Trinity in 
Bloomington would come out to Lexington and say Mass 
there. At the back of the Claggett Building is a hand-operated 
elevator which was used to bring harvesters into the second 
floor show room. 

The George Dement Building (U.S. Post Office) on the 
northwest corner of Main and Cedar retains the Italianate 
marble cornice decorating the top. 

Turn left on Cedar and go one block south, 
then turn left on Chestnut and go one block east to Pine 
On the northwest corner of Pine and Chestnut at 201 W. 
Chestnut[ll] is a home built in 1867 by Dr. Waters at a cost 
of $8,000 and was the residence of Dr. William H. Welch, 
President of the American Veterinary Association. Some 
restoration was done in 1962 by the Ernest Mossholders. It is 
an Italianate structure with the typical balanced placement of 
the tall arched windows, a simple porch which at one time 

extended along the east 
side of the house, and a 
decorative cornice. The 
traditional brackets have 
been removed but a sub¬ 
tle design is still visible in 
the banding. 

Turn right on Pine 
and go south 
for one block and 
turn right on 
South Street, proceeding 
one block to 
Cedar Street 

On the southwest cor¬ 
ner of South and Cedar 
Streets is a yellow and 
white Greek Revival 
house[12] that was the 



























home of Nettie Dement, daughter of George, and her hus¬ 
band. She was superintendent of the grade school for many 
years. The elements of a Greek temple can be seen in the pedi- 
ment roof, the plain cornice, the pilasters on the side which 
suggest columns topped with simple ionic capitals. The tran¬ 
som and sidelights around the door are also typical of this 
style. 

Continue one block west and cross Vine Street 

On the southwest corner of Vine and South 
Streets is the Franklin House[13]. This home was built for the 
Trimmer Family around 1870 and after Jesse Trimrner s 
death it was traded to the Franklins for a section of land. It 
has been occupied by the Franklin family for three genera¬ 
tions. Elmo Franklin was a State Senator; Elmo, Jr. is Chair¬ 
man of International Tapetronics Corporation and President 



Notice the symmetry of design with traditional Italianate 
elements and especially the effect of the long porches which 
give a feeling of galleries. The elaborate brackets show fine 
workmanship and add lightness to the structure without 
sacrificing dignity. Elegance and harmony are achieved by the 
repetition of the window arch in the arches between the dou- 























































ble columns of the porches. The delightful wrought-iron 
fence is also original. 


Continue west one block to West Street and turn right, 
then proceed two blocks north and turn left on Main Street 

As you leave Lexington notice the Carriage House [14] just 
mid-block to your left on the south side of the street. It was 
built in the 1850’s and was once a hotel. It is said that a man 
froze to death in his bed there. 

On the west side of the tracks stands the stick-style railroad 
station[15] which was built in 1888 after the first depot burn¬ 
ed. It is a typical small town depot and efforts are being made 
to preserve it. 



Go west on Main, follow the curve and turn left on the 1-55 
access road, continue west and enter the cemetery on the right 
At the far northern edge of the graveyard stands the Kemp 
Family vault which was said to be the finest vault south of 
Chicago at the turn of the century. Notice the dogs guarding 
the entrance. The Kemps were among the first settlers in Lex¬ 
ington and began a banking practice almost immediately. 
They were prominent landowners and before the time of the 
railroad they drove cattle to Peoria along the old road which 
left Lexington where the present 1-55 access road runs. 
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